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Publishing…what for ?

• Ethical responsibility as researcher

• Promotion

• Key Performance Index

• Get yourself known among peers

• Get your work known by others

• Get your group/institution known by 
others

• Inform stakeholders



Growth in scholarly and peer-
reviewed serials

library.pitt.edu



Ethical Issues in Publication

Scientific Misconduct:
- Fabrication
- Falsification
- Unethical Research

Publication Misconduct:
- Plagiarism
- Selective reporting
- Authorship Abuse/Gift Authorship/Order of Author
- Redundant/Duplicate Publication
- Undeclared CoI
- Reviewer Misconduct
- Fake Review
- Abuse of position



Ethical Issues 
Research and Publication

Fabrication: making up data or results and recording or reporting 
them (through publication or presentation)

Falsification: manipulating research materials, equipment, or 
processes, or changing or omitting data or results such that the 
research is not accurately represented in the research record

Plagiarism: wrongful appropriation, close imitation, purloining and 
publication of another author’s language, thoughts, ideas or 
expressions, and the representation of the expression as one’s own 
original work

Conflict of Interest: a situation in which financial or other personal 
considerations have the potential to  compromise or bias 
professional judgment and objectivity



Cases: Falsification/Fabrication

In manipulating the image data of two different gels 
and using data from two different experiments, Dr.
Obokata acted in a manner that can by no means 
be permitted. This cannot be explained solely by 
her immaturity as a researcher. …. Dr. Obokata’s
actions and sloppy data management lead us to the 
conclusion that she sorely lacks, not only a sense of 
research ethics, but also integrity and humility as a 
scientific researcher.

Shunsuke et al., RIKEN Investigation Report, 2014





Cases: Plagiarism

Softwares: iThenticate, Turnitin, 
Viper, Plagiarism Checker X, etc



Case: Conflict of Interests



Causes of Journal Retraction

Stretton et al., 2012

48.1%
Plagiarism52.1%

Falsification/ 
Fabrication

2.3% Author dispute
2.3% Ethical lssues

1.4% Unknown

n = 213



Proportion of articles retracted for PubMed publications for individual 
countries for the period 1980-September, 2012 (the red line represents the 
median value) 

Balhara and Mishra, 2015



Authorship; Why matters?

Authorship confers credit and has important 
academic, social, and financial implications. 
Authorship also implies responsibility and 

accountability for published work

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors



Authorship; Requirements

1. Substantial contributions to the conception or design
of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation
of data for the work; AND
2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important
intellectual content; AND
3. Final approval of the version to be published; AND
4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the
work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or
integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated
and resolved.

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors



Authorship; Misconduct

Bennet and Taylor, 2003



The Springer investigation began in November 2014 after a journal editor-in-chief 
noticed irregularities in contact details for peer reviewers. These included e-mail 
addresses that the editor suspected were bogus but were accompanied by the 
names of real researchers, says William Curtis, executive vice-president for 
publishing, medicine and biomedicine at Springer. The investigation, which 
focused on articles for which authors had suggested their own reviewers, 
detected numerous fabricated peer-review reports. Affected authors and their 
institutions have been told about the investigation’s findings, says Curtis.



Predatory Publishers – Beall’s List

In 2013 Science published results of a "sting operation" in which it reported 82% 
of the journals in Beall's list accepted the fake papers submitted. It means, the 
Science report was largely in agreement with Beall's list.

scholarlyoa.com







Recommended References

Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, 
Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in 
Medical Journals. Published by the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). 
Updated December 2014. www.icmje.org

Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE): 
www.publicationethics.org



Matur Nuwun
Thank You, Terima kasih

tghsasongko@gmail.com
+6012-9874175


